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Coming to Terms with Common Core Standards
Every country across the world is always pursuing bettering the education system to make it more relevant and accommodative to all its citizens, resulting in inequality in its outcome. This has not been an exemptional case with the United States. The inception of the common core standards by the Obama administration was not a simple process; it would involve a series of events and processes to make it successful. It would be wise to ask ourselves how the implementation of the common core standards would be beneficial. We would also seek to identify how the initiative would be helpful at different education levels in school. The implementation of these standards would not be an easy process. What would be the requirements for its successful implementation? How did different states respond towards the adoption of Common Core Standards? These are the concerns we are going to address in this paper.
These standards were going to subject the system of education in the United States to various benefits. One such benefit is that all the US learners would advance in solving Mathematics and reading. Also, subjecting children to the standards meant that would signal to the child or the parent that they are in the process of becoming successful. Also, the common standards would address such issues as the country's equity gaps, improving the students' accomplishment, and regaining the lost glory of the country's prominence of being the leader in education globally. I think that the standards that were going to address these issues would be worth implementing (Goodenow, 2018) 
According to the book on pg. 23, the Common Core Standards had been benchmarked internationally and were going and were evident that upon mastering them, students would have an easy time preparing for higher education and the workforce. The development of this initiative involved a collaboration of experts, school administrators, and teachers. The initiative aimed to increase the relevance of English and Mathematics (Goodenow, 2018). 
The Common Core Standards were going to help students at different levels of their education. At the K-5 level of education, the standards on Mathematics would be beneficial to the students because it would be a foundation knowledge to work on division, multiplication, fractions, subtraction, addition, and whole numbers. This foundational knowledge would help them apply more advanced procedures and concepts in Mathematics and later applications. The process of learning becomes more effective when it starts with the known to unknown (Porsch & Whannell, 2019). Therefore, the introduction of these concepts at this stage was a significant milestone. At the middle school level, the students are now preparing to learn more complex mathematical courses they will come across in high school. At the high school level, the primary focus of the students is practicing applying mathematical concepts to solve real-life issues in the world. The high school prepares students to be ready for their colleges and also to be ready for career development. 
Implementation of this complex initiative was not going to be a walk in the park. According to the book on pg.28, the implementation of the Common Core Standards initiative would demand several processes. First, the principals, teachers, and other stakeholders had to undergo training, professional development, and thorough capacity building. Additionally, the implementation of the initiative would demand strong leadership. Many teachers were optimistic that the Common Core Standards were going to be beneficial to their students. For this to be successful, there was a need for backup by leaders who should build on teachers' enthusiasm to motivate them. Clear communication was also paramount in the implementation of the initiative. Through communication, people exchange ideas and reason together to develop a solution whenever confronted with any crisis (Genc, 2017). The communication involved various parties from students, parents, staff, teachers to policymakers. 
More than 35 five states have adopted the standards. For this reason, there will be unity in the assessments and narrowing the gaps available among different states. There will be similar guidelines on how teachers will be teaching students across the country. The world is evolving every day in terms of technology, workplace qualifications and skills, and demands (World Bank, 2018). For this reason, the Common Core Standards had to prepare students to fit appropriately in the labor industry. While many states agreed to adopt the standards, some were reluctant because of different reasons. One such reason was that the standards set for the implementation were very high. Others argued that the implementation was very costly and would also cause disruption. One example of the states that failed to implement the standards was Minnesota. The state argued that the initiative had very high math standards (Goodenow, 2018). 
The implementation of an initiative in education is a process that involves careful consideration of the process and its outcome. While many states accepted the Common Core Standards initiative, many other programs tried before had not been successful. The common Core Standards initiative was a national matter. This is the reason some states decided to assess the progress of the initiative in other states. There are changes in how things are operating in the contemporary world, especially in the labor sector. The initiative sought to address this issue by equipping the young generation with the necessary skills required in the industry. 
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